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4] Tale 24

When he was preparing for the recitation of the Rokkan-sho, an
acolyte and a lay brother came to him in haste, saying, “There was
a tiny white monkey at the hall. Then we saw the great hall eighteen
yards long'? fall down in picces, along with all the Buddha images
and residential quarters.” He went out to discover that all had been
destroyed as reported. Thereupon, Manyo conferred with Eshd, built
a hall fourtcen yards long,'® and, believing the words of the monkey
which revealed him as the Great Kami of Taga, accepted the monkey
among the audience for the recitation of the Rokkan-sho according
to the request of the Great Kami. From that time until the vow was
fulfilled, there was never any trouble.

Those who keep men from practicing good are penalized by being
reborn as a monkey. Therefore, you must not prevent monks from
telling followers to hold scrvices, for you will be penalized.

When Rahula was a king in his previous existence, he prevented
a self-enlightened monk'* from begging. As the latter could not enter
the former’s kingdom, he was hungry for seven days. Owing to this
sin Rahula had to stay in his mother’s womb for six years before
his next birth.!> This story teaches us the same lesson.
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On Being Saved by Reciting the Name of Sakyamuni
Buddha While Drifting on the Ocean*

Ki no omi Umakai #gfs 382 was a man® from the village of Kibi,
Ate district, Kii province YA EZe RS a4 Nakatomi no muraji
Ojimaro s @i was a boy® from the village of Hamanaka,

12. JuRki ; since one ken is about two yards, nine ken is eighteen yards. Ken is a basic
unit in Japanese architecture, and the size of the hall often becomes its name such as =+ =iz,
Thirty-three ken Hall.

13. LA

14. H5%.

15. Daichido-ron, XXVIII (Taisho, XXV, 182).

1. Cf. Konjaku monogatarishii (XII, 14).

2. The Ki family is listed in the Shinsen shdjiroku as one descended from the imperial family;
residents of Kii province.

3. $9 chonan may mean T, men from twenty-one to sixty (see Ryd no gige, “Ko-ryd,”
Article 6).

4. Present Kibi-cho, Arida-gun, Wakayama-ken Fozg LR AR IR ET.

5. The Nakatomi family is a priestly family which traditionally served the kami. The power-
ful Fujiwara was a branch of this family.

6. /N5 shonan is a boy between four and six (cf. n. 3, above).
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Ama district #5258’ in the same province. Kinomaro no asomi
g EEES lived at a port in Hidaka district A®EER° in the same
province, using a net to catch fish. Umakai and Ojimaro were given
an annual payment for their labor by Maro no asomi, and both were
driven hard day and night to catch fish by net.

In the reign of Emperor Shirakabe, on the sixth of the sixth month
in the summer of the second year of the hare, the sixth year of the
Hoki era,!? it suddenly blew hard and rained in torrents, so that the
water flooded the port and floated various timbers and logs into the
sea. Maro no asomi sent Umakai and Ojimaro to collect driftwood.
Both man and boy made the collected timber into a raft on which
they rode, trying to row against the current. The sea was extremely
rough, breaking the ropes that held the raft together, and immediately
the raft broke apart and drifted out of the port into the sea. The man
and the boy each got hold of a picce of wood and drifted to sea on it.
Both of them were ignorant, but they never ceased wailing, * ‘Sakya-
muni Buddha, please deliver us from this calamity!”

After five days, the boy was eventually cast by the waves onto
the beach at a salt makers’ village, Tamachino no ura, in the south-
western part of Awaji province R¥%E FETEF 78, ! in the evening. The
other man, Umakai, was cast onto the same spot early in the morning
on the sixth day. The local people, having asked them why they had
been cast by the waves onto the shore, learned what had happened
and took care of them out of pity, reporting it to the provincial
magistrate. When he heard, he came to see them and gave them
food because he was sympathetic.

In grief, the boy said, ‘“As I have followed a man who kills, my |

suffering is immeasurable. If I go home, I shall be driven to begin
killing again and never be able to stop.” Thus he stayed at the pro-
vincial temple in Awaji province %@, becoming a follower of
the monk of that temple. ‘

Umakai, however, went home after two months. When his family
saw his face and protruding eyes, they wondered and said, “He was
drowned in the sea. The seventh seventh day14 has passed, and we

7. Present Shimotsu-chd, Kaisdo-gun, Wakayama-ken FrsfkiliffygE A0 TR .

8. Unknown. For the Ki family see n. 2, above.

9. Present Hidaka-gun, Wakayama-ken FmkiLR H #2D.
10. 775, in Emperor Konin’s reign.

11. Takeda and Itabashi read this “Minami omota no ura, Awaji province” ¥R Bl H

7, while Endo and Kasuga suggest that =Ji might be replaced with F7.

12. BIF] kokushi or kuni no tsukasa.

13. Located at present Mihara-chd, Mihara-gun, HyGgo-ken St/ R =R a0 = JRHT.

14. £ 4 B , that is, the forty-ninth day, the last day of the funeral rites.

have alrcady offered a vegetarian feast'® to thank the Buddha for his
benevolence. How could he come back alive so unexpectedly? Is it
a dream, or is he a ghost?” Thereupon, Umakai told his family in
detail what had happened, and they were sorrowful as well as happy.
Awakened and disillusioned with the world, he entered the mountains
to practice dharma. Those who saw or heard of him could not but
marvel at the event. )

The sca being full of danger, it was owing to the power of Shaka-
nyorai'® and the deep faith of those who drifted on the sea that they
could survive the peril. The immediate repayment of our deeds is as
sure as in this instance, and how much more certain repayment in
future lives will be!

26

On Receiving the Immediate Penalty of Violent
Death for Collecting Debts by Force and
with High Interest!

Tanaka no mahito Hiromushime [ At %2 was the wife of
Oyano agatanushi Miyate /N2E 32 F,? of Outer Junior Sixth Rank,
Upper Grade, a governor* of Miki district, Sanuki province g
%#75. She gave birth to eight children and was very rich. Among
her possessions were cattle, slaves, money and rice,® and fields. How-
ever, she lacked faith and was so greedy that she would never give
away anything. She used to make a great profit by selling rice wine
diluted with water. On the day when she made a loan, she used a
small mcasuring cup, while on the day she collected, she used a big
measuring cup. Or, when she lent rice, she used a lightweight scale,
but, when she collected it, she used a heavyweight scale.” She did not

15. TR saijiki; see 1.24, n. 3.
16. BNz, Sakyamuni Tathagata.

1. Similar to I.10, 20; IL.g, 15, 32, the motif of rebirth in the form of an ox or a cow as a
penalty.
2. Unknown,
. Unknown. Agatanushi is a title.
. K#A dairyo.
. Present Miki-cho, Kita-gun, Kagawa-ken 7 )I15#A B &R = AHT.
. %4%% loaned with interest.
. /N shogon, Ky daigon; see 1.23, n. 9; .30, n. 10.
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